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ABSTRACT
Nigeria is a country made up of different ethnic groups with valuable cultural heritage which  
have shaping the life of her citizens. Despite the diverse multi facet cultural heritage, politics  
and party system in Nigeria have also played an immeasurable role in enlightening and shaping  
the life of an average Nigerian. With the competitive nature of multi-party system in Nigeria,  
some political parties have engaged in the use of fetish, immoral and debased acts in order to  
accomplish  their  political  ambition.  They  have  also  employed  cunning  strategies  to  woo  
supporters for their party before any national election. Moreover, party faithfuls employ lies and  
false promises during campaign for political position knowing full well that they cannot keep to  
all their promises. In addition, on March 28, 2015 after the ruling party lost the presidential  
election in Nigeria, most dedicated and reliable party members in the ruling People Democratic  
Party (PDP) defected to the party that won the presidential election few days after the election  
result was announced by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). These are  
worrisome occurrence in the Nigerian political arena and it calls for self examination by party  
supporters  because  ‘the  unexamined life  is  not  worth  living’.  This  work  attempts  a  critical  
analysis of the moral decadence of party faithfuls in Nigeria politics.
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Introduction
Politics in West Africa especially in Nigeria has become attractive and enticing because of the 
possibility  of  making a  lot  of  financial  fortune.  The  Nigerian  political  system has  attracted 
ingenious people including those with debased character. What usually attracts people to politics 
in Nigeria is not necessarily because they want to serve their father’s land but because of its 
profitable venture and the mindset to amass wealth. Moreover, some members of most political  
parties are not comfortable belonging to a single political party and therefore, when their party 
fails to win a major election; the next step for them is to defect to the win party.  
The Nigeria Constitution,  the flexibility of party constitution and the nature of a multi-party 
system in Nigeria has created a lacuna for party members to demonstrate moral immaturity. This 
paper  will  examine  party  system in  Nigeria,  the  meaning  of  morality  and  the  relationship 
between politics  and morality.  The influence of  Machiavellianism and Thrasymachianism on 



Nigeria politics will also be examined. The moral decadence of party faithfuls in Nigeria will not 
be left out.

Party System in Nigeria 
Party system simply means the formation of government on the basis of political parties. Most 
countries run their governments on party systems. In some countries the constitution provides for 
the existence of only one political party. Such countries are said to have a one-party system; they 
are also referred to as a one party state. Where the constitution provides for only two parties we 
talk of a two-party system or two-party state. If several parties are allowed we have a multi-party 
system. According to Eyiyere (1998), a party has its constitution which shows how its affairs are 
to be conducted. Tribal, traditional, or cultural associations or clubs, old boys’ association or 
alumni  associations,  trade  unions,  religious  bodies,  etc,  have  acted  as  spring  boards  for  the 
formation of political parties in Nigeria.

The practice of modern democracy would be  
totally  impossible  without  the  existence  of  
political  parties.  In  other  words,  political  
parties  are  indispensable  features  of  
democratic  societies  due  to  the  
conglomeration  of  people  with  similar  
ideologies under one umbrella. The existence  
of political parties within a political system  
breeds various forms of  relationship or co-
existence  within  the  polity  itself.  Political  
parties  are  essential  for  democracy  to  
function,  as  well  as  for  the  promotion  of  
peace  and  stability...(Awopeju,  Adelusi,  
Oluwashakin, 2012, p. 11) 

The political  history of  most  democratic  nations  of  the  world has  always  demonstrated that 
political  parties  are  medium for  individuals  to  express  their  views  on  any matter  of  public 
interest. That is why the Nigerian constitution of the first and second republic accommodated the 
emergence of numerous political parties that were ready for political  activities. But the third 
republic under the Federal Military Government headed by General Ibrahim Babangida allowed 
only  two  parties.  These  were  the  National  Republican  Convention  (NRC)  and  the  Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) (Eyiyere, 1998). At the beginning of the Fourth Republic in 1999, the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), All People’s Party (APP) and Alliance for Democracy (AD) 
efficiently scaled through the rudiments of party registration (Yagboyaju, 2012). The PDP as the 
ruling party since 1999 to May 2015 was the first to be registered because it had the largest 
number of members with affiliation to past regimes(Yagboyaju, 2012).  Moreover, according to 
Yagboyaju (2012), the last minute registration of AD (Alliance for Democracy) in early fourth 
republic  generated  a  lot  of  questions  and  debates  as  to  whether  it  actually  qualified  to  be 
registered, in line with the stipulated requirements for party registration, or that “it was merely 
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another strategy to pacify the Yorubas who were more aggrieved over the cancellation of the 
results of the June 12, 1993 presidential election” (Yagboyaju, 2012, p. 58). 

The Relationship between Politics and Morality
The question of morality (what is right and what is wrong in human relations) is a crucial issue in 
this  contemporary world  (Ilori,  2009).  In  2009,  Ilori  asked:  What  does  it  mean  to  say that  
behaviour is moral, immoral, or non-moral? Generally, morality is principally used in connection 
to  behaviour.  A person who abides by certain approved codes  governing behaviour  is  called 
moral, and if someone acts contrary to the laid down codes he or she is termed immoral (Ilori, 
2009). In addition, Ilori (2009) explained morality thus:

A moral  person  is  one  who  does  what  is  
right,  according  to  the  approved  
standard….Or he is  identified  as  one who 
does  not  do  wrong.  To  be  moral,  for  
example,  a  person  must  not  be  dishonest,  
must  not  steal,  and  must  not  hurt  other  
people.  By some codes he must not gamble  
… (Ilori, 2009, p. 4).

There is no morality without choice of alternatives. Thus, morality is a concomitant of freedom. 
Human beings are faced with the moral problem of deciding between alternative possibilities on 
the basis of their respective values (Ilori,  2009). A moral choice is a decision for the better  
alternative while an immoral choice is a decision for the inferior alternative (Ilori, 2009). 
According to Chen (2005), the involvement of morality in politics can be traced back to the 
genesis  of  government.  In  ancient  times,  the  non-tyrant  kings  established  their  authority  on 
personal ability, charisma, and other traits that their subjects found noble and worthy. People 
thought that such qualities, traits, morals, were vital to a wise and righteous king. There were 
many of such kingly personalities who have passed through history. “There were idealizations 
such as Plato’s philosophical kings, biblical characters such as King Solomon, popular legends 
such as King Arthur, and other comparable figures from both Western and Eastern traditions” 
(Chen, 2005, p. 1). 
In  The Prince written by Nicollo Machiavelli, he stated that the prince (a benevolent political 
tyrant) can used any means to achieve his end. It is the end that matters, the means appropriated 
to attain it is unimportant. He could use any feasible means to achieve his aims. The important  
thing is to succeed in achieving what one wants to accomplish; if the end is useful and good, any 
means used to accomplish it is justifiable.  Hence, “the people judge a prince’s actions using 
moral standards, morality becomes a tool for winning the people’s approval and augmenting his 
power” (Chen, 2005, p. 2). 

The Influence of Machiavellianism and Thrasymachianism on Nigerian Politics



In order that any society is able to progress and fulfil the  
purpose for which it exists, the individual  
members that constitute it must adopt and  
cultivate a certain basic moral disposition.  
The  individual  members  must  be  morally  
matured if the society in which they live is  
to develop and progress. In fact the moral  
maturity  of  the  individual  members  of  a  
society  is  a  conditio-sine-quanon  for  the  
development  and  progress  of  that  society  
(Omoregbe, 1993, p. 109).

On March 28,  2015,  the  Nigeria  politics  witnessed  another  round of  national  assembly and 
presidential election in which numerous political parties participated in order to take control of 
(political power) of the nation. There were a lot of strategies put in place by party supporters and 
contestants  in  order  to  emerge  victorious  in  the  national  assembly and presidential  election. 
Although two major parties were having more political might or resources than others. Some of 
these political parties and their contestants were prepared to employed all available means such 
as (thuggery, rigging and maiming of innocent citizens before and during the election of March 
28, 2015) in order to emerge winners of the election, believing that ones they clinch political 
power  during  their  four  years  tenure  in  position,  they  will  be  immune  (by  the  Nigerian 
constitution) from any form of court cases. And before the end of their tenure some of their 
hideous activities will be swept under the carpet paving way for injustice in the society. This 
occurrence in the Nigerian society and politics portrays Thrasymachus’s view in Plato’s classic 
work the  Republic in  which  he  (Thrasymachus)  stated that  justice was not  worth  practicing 
(Omoregbe,  2005).  Injustice  according to  Thrasymachus  is  rewarding more  than  justice.  An 
immoral man, in his opinion, is superior to, and stronger in character than, people who are moral 
(Omoregbe, 2005). For him, it is only the weak and the meek that practice justice. Omoregbe 
(2005) summarized Thrasymachus view as follows: 

In  every  state  (nation),  the  stronger  
establish  themselves  in  power,  and  their  
interest become ‘justice’. They make laws to  
protect  their  interests  which  automatically  
become  what  is  ‘just’ and  what  is  ‘right’ 
within the state for as long as they are in  
power.  Thus  justice  in  every  state  is  the  
interest  of  the  stronger,  that  is  the  ruler  
(Omoregbe, 2005, p. 88)

This  position  held  by  Thrasymachus  is  synonymous  with  the  political  ideas  of  Niccolo 
Machiavelli who held that leaders and rulers should adopt immoral tactics as a rule and tools for 
political mechanization (Okomba, 2006). In Africa (especially in Nigeria), most political leaders 
have come to accept Machiavellian approach as a vital rule rather than   an option for attainment 



Book of Proceedings: the 6th Academic Conference of Hummingbird Publications and Research International on  
Paving Way for Africa Unique Opportunities for Sustainable Development in the 21st Century Vol.6 No.2 on 30th  

September, 2015- University of Ibadan Conference Centre,U.I, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria

and preservation of political power (Okomba, 2006).   There is no doubt that men like Sani 
Abacha, Ibrahim Babangida, Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, and many contemporary Nigerian 
politicians  have  systematically  adopted  some  of  the  recommendations  of  Machiavelli  and 
Thrasymachus’ principles. 
Politics in Nigeria since independence has imitated the Machiavellian and Thrasymachian pattern 
of politics. According to Okomba (2006), Machiavellianism is a political technique and those 
who are shrewd in the art are naturally gifted or manipulate and use the modern absolutism. 
“Nowhere in partisan politics is Machiavellianism so common than where competition for the 
control  of  power  and  resources  are  the  fiercest.  Nigeria,  given  its  ethnic  and  demographic 
dynamics, represents, perhaps, the best theatre for Machiavellian politics” (Okomba, 2006, p. 
33).   

The Moral Decadence of Party Faithfuls in Nigeria
An ancient Greek philosopher Socrates admonished the Athenian society to persuade everyone to 
examine  themselves  and  seek  virtue  and  wisdom before  they  look  into  their  personal  and 
political interest. Omoregbe (1993) stated that for any society to progress and fulfil the purpose 
for which it  exists,  the people that  live in it  must adopt and cultivate a certain basic moral 
attitude.  The individual  members must  be disciplined if  the society in  which they live is  to 
progress and develop. If political party is a foundation for training and electing future leaders, 
then  politics  should  play  an  immeasurable  role  in  shaping  the  life  of  an  average  Nigerian. 
Ironically, with the fierce competition in a multi-party system in Nigeria, most politicians have 
engaged themselves in an act contrary to moral decency. They employ cunning strategies to woo 
supporters for their party. According to Oduwole (2012) there is gross falsehood, manipulation, 
deceit, insincerity of various kinds in Nigerian political system. Party’s faithfuls employ lies or 
make promises during election campaign periods knowing fully well that they cannot keep to all 
their promises. In addition, when they lost any election, they are unwilling to be committed to 
their party and within a short period of time, they will defect to the winning party. This is a 
worrisome occurrence in the Nigerian politics and it calls for self-examination.
On March 28, 2015, the Federal Republic of Nigeria had her presidential and National assembly 
election. The ruling People Democratic Party (PDP) lost the presidential and National assembly 
election in most parts of Nigeria and some dedicated and reliable party members in the ruling 
People Democratic Party (PDP) defected to the party that won the presidential election few days  
after  the  election  result  was  announced  by the  Independent  National  Electoral  Commission 
(INEC). Interestingly, on April 6, 2015, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) spokesman told its 
members that it is immoral for them to leave the party few days after they lost the presidential 
election to the main opposition party, the All Progressives Congress (APC) (Fabiyi, 2015).  The 
Party further  stated  that  it  is  right  for  any person to  defect  or  decamp because  the  Nigeria 
Constitution allows for free association. But “basically, it is immoral for someone to leave his 
party because the party lost the presidential election just few days ago” (Fabiyi, 2015, p.1).  The 
National publicity secretary of the party (PDP) wondered what those who have left the party in 



the last few days after losing the presidential election would teach their children in term of moral 
behaviour (Fabiyi, 2015).  

As  members  of  the  Peoples  Democratic  
Party (PDP) continue to defect in drove to  
the  All  Progressive  Congress  (APC),  the  
President-elect  (now  president)  
Muhammadu  Buhari,  has  warned  that  
those  former  PDP  members  should  not  
think  they  will  get  any  appointment  
immediately  on  a  platter  of  gold…If  that  
was  their  motive  for  joining  his  party.  
Buhari  stated  that  it  would  be  unfair  
(immoral) to give them appointments over  
those in the party  who have worked long  
and hard for its success. (Okobi, 2015, p.  
1). 

According to the president-elect (now president),  giving political  appointments to those who 
recently joined the party because it won the election, would be unjust and unfair to those who 
have been toiling with the All Progressive Congress (APC) (Okobi, 2015). In a similar vein, the 
National Chairman of All Progressives Congress, Chief John Oyegun also said that the gale of 
defections  by  politicians  was  not  good  for  the  political  progress  of  Nigeria  (Okobi,  2015). 
Oyegun advised those defecting to the winning party to rather form a stronger opposition party to 
enrich  the  nation’s  democracy.  His  stand  may come as  a  big  disappointment  to  individuals 
seeking political appointments and political relevance by dumping their former parties for the All 
Progressives Congress (Okobi, 2015). 
Moreover, in Nigeria, there are cases in which party faithfuls (even when their tenure in office 
has not yet elapsed) defect and accuse the party that created the platform for them to become 
politically relevant. They bit the fingers that fed them and raise accusing fingers on those that 
toiled and worked hard for them to win an election that enabled them to occupy a competitive 
political office. On this ground, some party members have demonstrated moral immaturity. It 
would  not  be  out  rightly  wrong  to  say  that  the  Nigeria  Constitution  and  political  parties’ 
constitution  have not really created a  clear cut punishment for those who exhibit this act of 
indiscipline and lack of self-control. If those punishment where there, then no political office 
holder or governor of a state would defect to another party when he knows that he will forfeit his 
political position to the party that brought him to power.

Conclusion
We have discussed much on issues related to political parties and party system in Nigeria. Any 
society that promote egoism, indiscipline, individualism, lack of moral fortitude and disregarding 
the general well  being of people,  such a society will  witness the retardation of progress and 
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development in all areas of life. There can be no progress in any given association (for instance 
in a politics) if members are morally immature in decision taking. Most of the social challenges 
that Africa experiences are directly related to the breakdown of moral order. There is need for us 
to ascertain those who have questionable character in the helms of political affairs even before 
they  are  appointed  or  elected.  Some  of  them have  no  genuine  intend  to  make  meaningful 
contribution to the association or nation they belong. Most of them are not trustworthy even in 
their biological family. There is need for us to ascertain the level of moral uprightness of people 
before they occupy any political position. If they can’t be trustworthy and dependable within 
their nuclear and extended family, then we should expect less from them in the society.
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