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ABSTRACT

Citizenship Education is a General Studies course introduced into Nigerian educational systems 
from the elementary schools up to the higher educational institutions,  for laudable reasons; 
specifically to inculcate in the  students the  knowledge of rights, obligations, societal values, 
constitution, leadership roles and  patriotism. However, the  massive failure of students  in this 
course becomes worrisome considering the huge benefits of this course to students. The purpose 
of this paper is to expose, reiterate, and re-awake  in the  heart  and  minds of students  and 
teachers/lecturers alike  the  indispensable nature of citizenship education.  (Umar & Mahmud,  
2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B). The paper examines the place of character education in  
Nigerian citizenship  education, its comes as civic education in the elementary schools, as  
social studies in the junior secondary schools , as governments in the senior secondary  
schools  and  as  numerous  courses  refers  to  the  general  studies  (GST)  in  the  higher  
institutions. Its objective is  to highlight   its  values   to  the  Nigerian   society;  its place   in  
Nigeria    education   system   and its contribution  in the  development    of  the   individual  and 
the   society    at large Further   it makes  suggestions  on how  schools  in Nigeria   could 
provide   the teaching   and learning   programme  of  character    education.  The   paper  
recommends quality   assurance   through   character  education   on the   teacher/lecturer  
training   through   which  Nigerian  teachers/lecturers   would  learn and   acquire good 
morals and  ethical   standard   necessary   to  in fluence the lives of  the  learners   in  our 
schools    and  the society.  The paper gives impetus to the e n t r e n c h m e n t  o f  ethical  and 
moral   values   badly needed in in the present  Nigerian  society.
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INTRODUCTION

Ignorance is a very serious disease which keeps those suffering from it stunted for life. There is a 
dire need to socialize the entire citizenry, especially children and the youths, who are the leaders 
of tomorrow, about the society or the State. The organization of instructions,  programmes, 
sensitization, and training for young citizens in a formal school setting cultivates in them 
desirable  habits, values, behavioral patterns, spirit  of nationalism and patriotism that instills 
changes in the citizens towards productive rewards to the state. Every human being is a citizen 
of a state, but most people are unconscious or ignorant of this. Some, conscious of it, often 
expect the state to provide them with every human need, while they shy away from contributing 
to the well-being of the state, owing to their very poor socialization orientation, or a complete 
lack of it. Citizens are role players in the society; without concrete and effective socialization, 
they lack the capacity to effectively function productively as members of their state and beyond. 
This paper advocates an education that can sensitize, socialize and induct the youths on the need 
to give up their contemporary retaliatory violent and destructive conducts which is threatening 
the foundation of  Nigeria. Such  education and   punitive measures to   purge the   adult 
perpetrators of  official corruption and self-enrichment by embezzling public funds, which can 
further reform feuding leaders from inciting the youths against their opponents in government 
will usher in the tranquility all of us are yearning for.  (Umar & Mahmud,  2015A; Umar & 
Mahmud, 2015B)

Learning and Character

Character education is not a new idea.  It is, in fact, as old as education itself.  Down through 
history i n  countries all over the  world.  Education has had as its  goals:  "help   young people 
become  academically sound and to help them become good  citizen". Good  c ha r ac t e r  is not 
automatic;  it is  developed over time through  a  sustained   process  o f  teaching.  example, 
learning. and  practice.  It  is  developed through  character  education. The deliberate teaching of 
good  character    is particularly   important   in today's   society.   since our   youth   face 
many  life difficulties    and  problems    unknown   to  earlier   generations.     Today there  are 
many   negative influences   that  pose  a great  challlenge  to the character  of our children, 
also the consequences of  the  day-to-day pressures  infringing on the  time   that parents and 
children have together. Studies  show  that children  spend only 38.5  minutes a week (33.4 hours 
a year)   in meaningful conversation with   their   parents,   while they   spend  1 5 0 0  hours 
watching television (AFRC, 1990 & Harper's, 1999) Since children spend about 900 hours  a 
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year  in  school, it is  essential  that  schools play  a proactive role  in assisting families and 
communities   by developing caring  and respectful  environments  where  students  learn  core 
ethical   values. In order to create   a  better   society  through  schooling,  schools   should   have 
their  mission deeply   embedded and   rooted   in the   moral   dimensions  of teaching   and 
learning.   This  paper sugges ts  that teaching character   should b e  just   as important   as any 
teaching   academic subject. School education  can be used as a way to significantly decrease 
moral decadence  in  the society.  To do this character educat ion  must   use the school 
curriculum  and  include  the school community which  must   reflect  the culture of the   people. 
It must   be designed to promote core values in  all  phases  of  human   life  and  would    require 
proactive   Strategies  and   practices   that could   help children.   not   only   to   understand 
core  ethical values. but to care about and  act upon them., the stated guidelines for the elements 
needed for effective. Comprehensive character education is as follows::

• Promotion   of core ethical   values;

• Teaching   of students  to understand, care about and act upon the core ethical  values;

• Encompassing    all aspects  of the school  culture;

• Fostering   a caring school community;

• Offering  opportunities    for moral  action;

• Supporting  academic  achievement;

• Developing    intrinsic  motivation;

• Whole-staff  involvement;

• Positive   leadership   of staff and students;

• Involving parents   and community members;  Assessing  resul ts  and striving  to 
improve on them.  (Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

Education for the Challenges Ahead of Man

The Federal Government of Nigeria regards education as an instrument for effecting national 
development. Her philosophy on education is based on the development of the individual into a 
sound and effective citizen and the provision of equal educational opportunities for all citizens of 
the nation at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels both inside and outside the formal school 
system.  The  language  of  instruction  in  Nigerian  institutions  is  English.  The  Ministry  of 
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Education  is  the  government  body  charged  with  the  duty  of  regulating  procedures  and 
maintaining standards.

Education is  an  investment  that  pays  off  any time anywhere.  And in  a  world  of  crumbling 
economies and turbulent times, where investors spend sleepless nights trying to figure out how 
their stocks are doing, investing in education becomes even more paramount. By investing in 
education, governments, corporations, communities, NGOs and individuals can help prepare the 
youths for the challenges ahead. If children are really the leaders of tomorrow, then it is time we 
started investing in them! Regrettably, Illiteracy has come to stay in many developing countries 
of the world, including Nigeria, and has continued to pose a threat to many such nations. On this 
note, you will learn more about education in Nigeria and the future of those pupils who are not  
opportune to further their education after leaving primary school.

The term education has been subjected to varied definitions. (Datta, 1984) sees education as the 
transmission of knowledge by either  formal or informal  methods. Others who have attempted 
the definition of  education  include (Taiwo,  1981 )  (Okilo,  1993), (Itedjere, 1997), refers to 
education as  “the direct means  by  which a people seeks  to shape its own destiny and to 
transform itself from what it knows itself to be into what it would hope to become. From this 
understanding, education can defined as the impartation and internalization of values and skills 
that makes one to be functional in the society, and for self-fulfillment. 

Schools for Educating the Hearts and Mind of Citizens

The role of schools in transmitting civic education cannot be over-emphasized. This entails 
the  inculcation   of   fundamental   values   and  beliefs   of  society   to   the   young.   Through 
public  education, states seek to influence young people before their moral character is  fully 
formed. As (Magstadt, 2009)  asserts,  “the  ideal  of  liberal  education  fits  easily  into  the 
scheme   of  constitutional democracies that protect the right to question authority. 
Simultaneously,  higher  levels   of  education   seem  most   likely  to   encourage   citizens   to 
participate  meaningfully  in politics” Education also affects the political skills and resources 
of the public. Educated people are more aware of the impact of government on their lives 
and pay more attention to politics. The better educated have mental skills that improve their 
ability to manage the world of  politics.  They also have more information about political 
processes and participate in a wider range of political activities. To enhance greater democratic 
stability in Nigeria, the government must refrain from its present lackluster approach towards 
the education sector and accord it the prime of place.
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The Provision of Character Learning in Nigerian Education Systems

The ways of life that seem to be valued today in our society-armed robbery, swindling, 
Advanced Freed Fraud, looting of public treasuries, corruption and most recently 
kidnapping and suicide bombing-are opposed to the spirit of nationalism. Unpatriotic citizens 
or those ignorance of  citizenship  education  think  that  the  struggle  for  our  independence 
has  ended  with  the nationalists   achieving   our  freedom   from   foreign   rule. They only 
achieved   weak   political independence which has been marred by mismanagement. According 
to (Uzosike, 2013), the understanding of citizens that the mismanagement of state resources 
directly impacts on their individual economy will be the first outcome of their fight which will 
change the face of governance in the southeast and grow democracy in the right direction. But 
it is our view that without concrete  citizenship education, such understanding will still leave 
much to be desired, and as such not  change the face of governance from and in the right 
direction. (Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

Political Objectives: The political objectives of Nigeria, among other things, contains the 
Motto of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, which is unity and Faith, Peace and progress, as 
enshrined in Section 15 of the 1999 Constitution. Concrete education for citizenship should be 
drawn up for the youths–to achieve our national integration to prohibit discrimination on the 
grounds of place of origin, sex, religion, status, ethnic or linguistic association or ties. Only 
effective  citizenship  education emphasizing our political objectives and national integration 
can inculcate a feeling of  belonging and of involvement among the various peoples of the 
Federation, particularly the youths,  to the end that loyalty to the nation shall manifestly 
override sectional loyalties.

Education for citizenship is a sine quo non for grooming good citizens – for a strong, self- 
sustaining and reliable nation. It will instill in the young the love for agriculture which is the 
major  occupation of the people, so much valued by the people that it  is embedded on our 
national flag. Nigeria’s national symbol is the Coat of Arm. Citizenship education teaches that 
the picture and diagrams on the Coat of Arm mean: 

• The black shield signifies  the good and fertile land of Nigeria;  

• The  two  white  horses  symbolizes  the  dignity  of Nigeria;  

• The  red  Eagle-the strength; 

• The Y symbol represents the rivers Niger and Benue. 

Education for citizenship should include sensitizing the masses, especially the youths on 
our national identity-to infuse in them the  patriotic spirit to respect, preserve and guard 
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jealously our symbols and most importantly, be ready and willing at all times to defend our 
father land. National  Ethics:   Majority of people are ignorant of Nigeria’s national ethics. 
No  wonder vandalism, violence, social unrests, indolence, religious intolerance, insecurity, 
have persisted. The  1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Section 24 
provides that: the national ethics shall be discipline, integrity, dignity of labor, social justice, 
religious tolerance, self-reliance and patriotism.  Without  education  for citizenship,  majority 
of us will remain   ignorant   of these   and  consequently   cannot make any meaningful 
contribution  to the society and worst still, constitute nuisance and contravene the laws. These 
spates of uncanny acts have put the nation in a state of perpetual flight or fright.  Law abiding 
citizens are terrified  of moving  about as freely  as they  enjoyed in the past. Business and 
general commerce are negatively impacted. (Ndukwe, 2013). The retaliatory conducts of the 
led in Nigeria today does not reflect Nigeria’s national ethics. Socialization  on our national 
ethics should be spread out across all ages.  Educational Objectives: Education is  a 
Fundamental Objective and Directive Principle of State Policy contained in Chapter II, Section 
18 of the Constitution which provides that Government shall direct its policy towards ensuring 
that there are equal and adequate educational opportunities at all levels. And that Government 
shall strive to eradicate illiteracy; and to this end Government shall as and when practicable 
provide–(a) free, compulsory   and universal   primary   education;   (b) free  university 
education;  and (c) free adult literacy programme. The masses need be socialized on these 
lofty ideals for all by the government. With the rate of insecurity in the country, and all its 
attendant loss of human and material resources, government may not be at liberty to 
implement these educational objectives. (Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

Roles of Citizenship Education in Nigeria

It is agonizing that our school system has provided international studies at the expense of 
national education. (Fafunwa,  1974) notes that students in Nigeria .know more about 
Europe an  people  than Nigerians  who belong  to ethnic groups  different from their  own To 
create trust and confidence among Nigerians, (Metzieobi et al., 1996) opines that among 
Nigerians, it   is  necessary  to provide Nigerians the type of education that is 
characterized  by  Nigerian  intercultural  education. By defining 'citizenship' in  terms 
of   human  rights   and   civic   responsibilities,  citizenship education attempts to avoid 

concepts of 'citizenship
 
that define nationality in terms of ethnic, religious or cultural identity. 

It has therefore become the norm for modern citizenship education  to have a strong human 
rights values base, to make specific reference to children's rights and address issues related to 
diversity and the rights of minorities within society. A comprehensive human rights education 
takes  account of citizenship, and  considers that good citizenship is connected  with human 
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rights as a whole. Conversely, citizenship education which  trains citizens to be aware of the 
human and political issues at stake in their society or nation requires from each citizen ethical 
and  moral  qualities. All forms of citizenship education aim at shaping respect for others by 
fostering a spirit of tolerance and peace.  Citizenship  education which is the major focus of 
social' studies has been used in many countries like the United States of America for solving 
political problems.  (Awosolu, 1993) notes that this type of  education  can be used to 
prepare members of plural societies. (Omare, 1999) states that citizenship education trains the 
mind of people in the direction of what is required for a stable and enduring democracy. 
Citizenship  education analyses man in all aspects of  environments  like  social  studies.  It 
considers social, economic,   political,   religious,   cultural and technological aspects of life. 
The teaching of citizenship education enables learners to think beyond their individual  and 
ethnic interests;  thereby  making  them to tolerate  and respect  the views  of others. It is 
citizenship education that will enhance unity and stability and human right.  According  to 
(Yusuf,  2005),   citizenship  education which has as important components  of value 
education could serve as an instrument  for bringing about  desirable positive change in the 
Nigerian value orientation.  It determines  action   and   shapes   the   direction   in   which   an 
individual operates in a given situation. ( Obike 1993) states that,   the   people's  value 
orientation and   their   social   attitude  expressed   through   services   rendered   to   one 
another  constitute   the   bedrock upon   which  members of   the   society  depend for their 
survival.

However, the problem with Nigeria is Nigerians themselves because of their negative value 
orientation. In the opinion of the authors of this paper, this negative value orientation may be 
traced to the elitist type of education inherited from the former colonial authority. Citizenship 
education can be used to produce effective citizenship which is a basic requirement of a strong 
and united nation; (Omare, 

1999)
 observes that during the colonial years, education was used 

to inculcate religious  ideas and values. To him, the  evangelical efforts  succeeded partly 
because they started with children at the elementary stage. In the United States of America, 
inculcation   of    national    consciousness   and national  pride  became successful using 
education

The Federal Government of Nigeria observes that, education can be used to effect changes in 
the attitude and behavior of learners. Therefore, citizenship education when introduced would 
foster mutual respect  among different ethnic groups in Nigeria. (Obasanjo, 2000) 
observes that Nigerians have a sense of territorial unity only rather than national unity. He 
therefore suggests that it is in the national  interest  that  these  ethnic  groups  develop respect 
for each other's value system. This can only be achieved if they know and understand each 
other's custom. In   support  of   this   view,   (Obike,   1993)   notes   that  citizenship 
education teaches attitudes and values in current  affairs and include the   ways of 
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democracy which include  democratic ideas, skills and techniques required for democratic 
actions. He states further that, citizenship education could bring about understanding of other 
ethnic groups in our society. (UNESCO, 2005) also advocates a citizenship education with an 
intrinsic human rights  component based on universal international instruments  such as the 
United Nations General Assembly Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) in New 
York and, the International Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) including World 
Conference on Human Right  in Vienna, Austria.  As   stated   in   UNESCO's Integrated 
Framework of   Action   on  Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy  (2005) 
education must prepare citizens to cope with difficult and uncertain situations and fit them for 
personal autonomy and responsibility. Awareness of personal responsibility must be linked to 
recognition of the value of civic  commitment,  of joining together with others to solve 
problems and to work for a just, peaceful and democratic community.

The   concept   of   education   for   citizenship  is   framed   within   the  education for all 
movement  not only through its goal number six in  regard to improving the quality and 
relevance of education,  but, more  fundamentally, by setting the aims of education and its 
underlying values  Citizenship  education in our school system will inculcate national moral 
values and develop a truly patriotic  citizen whose consciousness  will transcend its ethnic 
boundary, and as a consequence  produce an  educated  citizen, who knows his duties to his 
country.  At this trying  period of our national  history, Nigeria requires  citizens that are 
capable of tackling problems of unity and development. Nigeria should also borrow ideas 
from developed countries like USA where a citizenship education form of social studies 
has been used to build a highly developed sense of national consciousness. (Umar & Mahmud, 
2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

Purpose of Citizenship Education

The purposes of citizenship education are many and varied. They include  socializing  children 
against juvenile delinquency, disrespect for elders and all sharp practices that often 
metamorphose into full-blown  crimes. Our youths have acquired international notoriety  in 
such crimes as drug trafficking and addiction, child trafficking, swindling and advance free 
fraud. For the home-based,  the contemporary  social ills that plague the nation include: 
armed robbery,  indolence,  truancy,  smuggling, dishonesty, sharp-practices, and most recently 
and  dangerously kidnapping and  suicide  bombing.   Those   in   higher   institutions   pride 
themselves  in  cultism,  robbery,  violence,  gross indiscipline,  examination  mal-practice  and 
campus  unrests.  There has been public outcry over unemployment against the government, 
but it has been observed that those who have gained one employment or the other demonstrate 
unprecedented truancy and ingratitude towards their government employers. The magnitude of 
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dishonesty, embezzlement of public funds, looting  government treasuries, diverting public 
funds and materials to private use, bribery and corruption  they practice is inexplicable. 
( Ndukwe, 2013) cried out:

Two distinct challenges are insidiously eating away at whatever gains Nigeria has made in the 
economic arena as well as its socio-cultural stage since pursuing a pro-democratic agenda. 
What are they? Insecurity and Inconsistent power supply. Lawlessness is a plague that steals the 
light of a nation. A lawless State is rife with insecurity and its citizens are slaves to such order. 
Nigeria is witnessing  an alarming trend in lawlessness  and insecurity. There is hardly any 
breaking news in the mainstream  media without an account of some form of security 
challenges, acts of violence, ethno-centered strife or religious fuelled clashes. It is either Boko 
Haram in the Northern corridor or Kidnapping in the South-South and South East geopolitical 
zone. There is still mutual distrust among the different ethnicities in Nigeria against each 
other. These  and other vices have for decades ravaged our nation due to very poor 
socialization  or complete  ignorant of citizenship education. The purpose of  education for 
citizenship is to create sufficient awareness,  sensitize  both  the  old  and  the  young  to  imbibe 
the  spirit  of  self-reliance,  good citizenship,  respect  for our national  emblems  and ethics 
and the desire  to build a strong  and reliable nation. For our purpose, this paper restricts our 
discussion to the under-mentioned areas,  since they highlight the basic aspects of citizenship 
education.

Citizenship education has been neglected over the years, because there was no clear boundary 
between it and social studies. The understanding of citizenship education as defined in the study 
will  help  the  communities,  in  particular  and  the  nation  in  general  to  reduce  to  the  barest 
minimum, the social crimes in the society.  Moreover,  this has an implication for the present 
curriculum because there is need for a curriculum that is relevance and functional in Nigeria. 
This in turn will provide work for the teaming youths, which can be trained to be self-reliance. A 
potent curriculum can also help to achieve the goals and objectives of education, as entrenched in 
the  National  Educational  Policy.  In  addition,  it  shows  that  the  teachers,  students  and  the 
pedagogy for  citizenship  education  can  be  reformed  as  suggested  by the  new sociology of 
curriculum reforms. (Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

The   General   Objectives   of Citizenship Education Include:

• Understand the constitution of Nigeria.

• Understand the federal system of government in Nigeria.

• Know the constitutional rights and obligations of Nigerian citizens.
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• Understand citizenship. Know  the fundamental  objectives and  directive  principles of 
state policy of Nigeria.

• Understand government, political parties and elections.

• Know the arms of government.

• Understand constituted authority

• Understand national identity

• Understand   national   ethics  and  discipline  in national life

• Know some methods of environmental protection

According to  the Curriculum for Citizenship Education,  Citizenship Education is designed to 
expose the student to the basic concepts, principles and provisions of the Nigerian Constitution, 
to create awareness  and  consciousness of Nigerian political institutions  and  structures, 
democratic principles and social values in the mind of the student.

Need For Character Education in Nigeria

The need for national unity and stability is greater now in Nigeria than ever before, especially 
with rampant ethnic violence and religious  crises. Many  highly  placed   Nigerians on   the 
pages  of  newspapers have often described one- Nigeria as temporarily a dream and Utopia 
(Punch, 1999). Education is a potent instrument that can be used to  foster peace and 
unity.  Therefore we should evolve a type of education that will inculcate in the learners 
the ideal of national  consciousness  and  awareness .   In  essence citizenship education 
should be introduced at all  levels of our educational system. This  position, on the roles of 
education is a consequence of the experience of some other countries (Metzieobi et al., 1996). 
To (Adeyinka, 1992), citizenship education conveys to the learners, the body of   knowledge, 
set   of values  and behavioral  orientation  that   are considered vital and necessary for the 
sustenance and well being of the people.

In other words, education for citizenship  is a set of practices and activities  aimed at making 
young people and adults better equipped to participate actively in democratic life by assuming 
and exercising their rights and responsibilities in society. That is w hy (Osakwe & Itejere 
1993) define citizenship education as a system for the acquisition and internalization of the 
values, sentiment and norms of society in which they live  and actually get  involved to 
ensure that  the  common good of the citizens is  catered for including resisting anti-social and 
unguided youthful exuberance.   Probably,  that  is  why ( Omare,  1999)  states that the 
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manifestation of citizenship education  can be seen in the behavior trait such as critical 
thinking, political activism, inquiry, goals and value of good  citizenship.  According to, 
(Omare, 1999) the aim of citizenship classes is to develop young   people   into   responsible 
citizens, who understand their rights and responsibilities and can play an active part in society. 
In other words, citizenship education requires a citizen to be well informed, gather facts, reject 
ethnocentrism, religious jingoism and encourage   national consciousness. That means  t h a t 
c i t i z e n s h i p  education will develop in individual skills, attitudes and values that will 
enable them to show concern for the wellbeing and dignity of others, respecting the worth 
of others and approaching civil decision in a rational manner. Studies have shown that there is 
high degree of ethnocentrism among Nigerians (Metzieobi et al., 1996). 

It is the belief of this paper that in order to avoid national  disintegration, the school can be 
used to achieve national consciousness stability and unity by teaching citizenship education. In 
an attempt to foster national unity, the federal government, in  the  past, has  introduced 
Universal Basic Education (U.B.E), established  unity secondary schools  otherwise called 
Federal Government Colleges, the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB) and the 
National  Youth Service Corps scheme.  While launching  Universal Basic Education  in 
Sokoto State,  President Obasanjo noted that the scheme has one of its objectives  the 
correction of educational imbalance in the country. Though the provision  of educational 
balance in the country is necessary it is not sufficient in a country like Nigeria where there is 
prevalence  of ethnic and religious  crises. In order to create a sense of national 
consciousness  and  patriotism in the minds of Nigerians,  citizenship  education should be 
made compulsory at all levels of education in Nigeria. In other words, the school curriculum 
must be so redesigned  as to include citizenship  education that would give the learners, 
experiences  needed to achieve  national objectives.  (Umar  &  Mahmud,  2015A;  Umar  & 
Mahmud, 2015B)

Importance    of    Citizenship    Education    in    the Institutions

A fundamental question to be asked here is  this: what is  the justification of the inclusion of 
Citizenship Education in the higher institutional Education?

The justification is that:

• Citizenship Education enables students to know that they are citizens and members of a 
country to which they are domicile. 

• It makes them to be patriotic through loyalty and docility to their country.
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• It imparts to them the knowledge of their rights,  benefits, and responsibilities in  the 
society.

• Citizenship education teaches students  that  citizenship  is  the  medium, the basis, the 
foundation and the roadmap to national identity

The understanding of the analysis  of the nature of  curriculum content as regards the 
“forms” and “fields” of  knowledge serves as justification for the  inclusion of  Citizenship 
Education in  the Nigerian higher Education Curriculum. Citizenship Education is one  of the 
“forms” of knowledge imparted to students that helps in the developments of their minds; it 
prepares  their minds for patriotism and  leadership. Within the  academic  institutional 
environment, students are  expected  to exhibit  due respect to  matters of  law, order, and 
discipline, respect for civil and constituted authorities, and respect for the rights and dignities 
of others.  A student’s  life must manifest personal integrity and  discipline. This  is  particularly 
demanded in the academic life of the student where he is expected to exhibit academic integrity 
in attending lectures, writing tests, preparing assignments and reports, taking examinations, and 
scrupulously observing  school rules and regulations.  From the social dimension, students are 
expected to dress   decently;   avoid   cultism   and   any   anti-social activities. Consequently, 
students are  forbidden from indecent dressing, examination  malpractice, and any  morally bad 
actions. Those found guilty are  punished  accordingly.  Citizenship Education lecturers do not 
only impart the knowledge of Citizenship Education to students, but also see to it that students 
are patriotic and responsible    on campus  and in the larger society. Citizenship Education 
prepares the minds of students to take up social, moral, legal, political, and civic responsibilities 
within and outside the schools environment. It   draws the attention of students to their political 
rights  and duties in  the society for the peaceful coexistence and  development  of the society. 
(Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

MATERIAL AND METHODS

If we consider the sloganizing and sentimentality that fills the media to be means of supporting 
educational institution in the pluralistic democracy that is in Nigeria, we gain new perspective on 
the apparent irrationalities one encounters in examining how schooling practice is conceptualized 
and implemented. (David & Bruce, 1996) Schools, public and private, are but one component of 
a huge sum of earnings and investment. Education industry -hereinafter, (www.heartland.org) 
Staff or professional organizations are another. So are school supplies manufacturers and certain 
governmental organizations. From the perspective of school reform, higher institutions, think-
tanks and research organizations are important constituents of education which serves the general 
populace as well as other parts of the economy. Besides these more or less external markets, 
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exists.  Three  Aspects  of  the  Education  Industry  According  to  (Randall,  1977),  schools 
throughout history and around the world in many cultures have emphasized addressing three 
major  markets  and  have  provided  curriculum to  support  them.  These  markets  generate  the 
demand that schools produce persons with economic skills, who are accustomed to certain social 
control  mechanisms  and  are  cognizant  of  certain  (preferred)  status  values:  in  other  words, 
knowing one's job; knowing how to take direction; and, knowing one's place. To put it into the 
language of school values: schools are to promote industriousness, obedience (self-control) and 
respect for social values. Thus, education is about much more than developing cognitive skills.

Table 1: kinds of learning one might acquire in schools

Aspect 

(Context) person 

Economic "Skills" Social Control "Preferred 
"Values 

1. Office, Worker read  and  follow 
directions 

get  to  work  on 
time 

accept  criticism 
from boss 

2. Team, leader conduct 
negotiations maintain civility "win"  for  own 

side 

3.  College 
advertising, 
employee 

create  attractive 
copy 

submit  to  group 
goal 

"embellish 
reality" 

4. War, soldier conserve materiel take orders loyalty 

5.  Retail 
salesperson convince buyer declare  all 

receipts Persistence

6.  college 
professor 

get  good  student 
ratings 

chuckle  at 
president's jokes 

reject 
disputatiousness 

7. K-12 teacher (fulfill duties) follow 
procedures 

reject 
disputatiousness

8. CPA accurate meet deadlines Honesty
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accounting

9. Cab driver maximize fares refrain  from 
assault Amiability

10.  General 
businessperson project planning meet goals enhance  work 

climate 

Table  1:  shows  the  many  kinds  of  learning’s  one  might  acquire  categorized  into  Collin's 
categories.  Clearly,  many  of  those  learning’s  need  not  be  produced,  nor  are  they  normally 
acquired, in a school. More importantly, any attempt to "reform" schools to try to produce them 
might likely not be cost efficient. In addition, one should note that many items are points of 
contention,  especially  the  preferred  values.  Where  consensus  is  lacking,  sloganeering  and 
obfuscation will be engaged in to keep organizational activity flowing. (Gary & Edward, 1999) If 
we attempt to  "reform" schools by broadly introducing low-consensus  items,  we can expect 
student achievement to be problematic. (Edward, 2000)

In recent times, much attention has been devoted to the roles the school is expected to play in 
the training of good citizens in Nigeria. The emphasis placed on education is borne out of 
the fact, as stated by (Federal Government of Nigeria 2004), that education is considered 
a potent instrument for change and development.  Probably, that is why (Ukeje, 1996) 
asserts that education is an  instrument by which young members are brought up and 
socialized so as to become useful and active members of the society. However, the role 
of education differs from culture to culture. In  support of this view, (Metzieobi  et  al., 
1996) notes that the emphasis placed on the goals of education ranges from culture to culture 
and society to society. To him, while some people see education as an instrument for achieving 
a specific objective, others; see it as a means of training the mind and intellect. (Ukeje, 1996) 
supports this  view by stating that some people view education as an instrument for 
achieving a specific objective such as socialization and means of  social mobility while 
others see education as a means of inculcating a particular ideology.  From a different 
perspective, (Yusuf, 2005) observes that the school should not be used as an instrument for 
training in citizenship  only, rather it should be directed  at the training of the mind and the 
development of the intellect. Nevertheless,  it is noted that many educationists  and social 
studies educators such as  (Ezegbe, 1993), and (Osakwe,  1993) are of the opinion that 
education is an effective instrument for citizenship and civic responsibility and the school has 
always been used to perpetuate the tradition of the society. In  the  same  vein, asserts that 
the   school  has  always served as a major channel for inculcating in its members 
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independence, self  reliance,  responsibility and  moral  uprightness. Probably that is why 
(Federal Government of Nigeria 2004) has as one of its educational objectives, the inculcation 
of right type of attitude for the  survival of  individual and the  Nigerian society.  (Umar  & 
Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

In this present situation that Nigerian unity and democracy is under threat, education can be 
used to foster much needed unity for the survival of the nation.   In this 21st century, 
and the  unfortunate inter-ethnic and  religious clashes including leadership  crises that  have 
become a common occurrence in Nigeria, it becomes imperative to introduce citizenship 
education as it relates to national consciousness and national unity. (Omare, 1999) observes 
that at various times, the need arises for countries to seek solution to pressing problems of 
national importance, and this has been the position of various countries in search of political 
stability, unity, peace  and  progress, and  the  instrument employed always to   achieve   unity 
and   national   consciousness   is   education.   Hence, education for good  citizenship in a 
democratic setting needs  experiences in a democratic  process and  democratic living 
(UNESCO, 2005).

DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS

In  order  to  successfully  discuss  the  learning’s and character education of the heart and mind 
of the citizens, the authors had embark on the following outline: explanations of learning’s and 
character  education;  citizenship  education;  schools;  roles,  purpose,  objectives,  goals  and 
importance of citizenship education; student expectations; merit of character  Education in the 
Nigerian  Education;  the  Curriculum  Content  of  Citizenship  Education;  Challenges  in  the 
Teaching/lecturing of Citizenship Education in schools, some solutions to the above Problems, 
conclusion and recommendation.

Nothing can destroy a government more quickly than its failure to observe its own laws, or 
worse, its disregard of the charter of its own existence. There  are  multitudes  and  countless 
areas  or  fields  of  human  endeavor,  each  with  its  own peculiarity. For one to have a good 
grip of the embodiment of each or any, one needs education on it. Education may be defined as 
the training, teaching, sensitization and socialization of a learner towards effective and result 
oriented performance of roles. Besides, at the mention of citizenship, the individual and the 
state come to mind. The education of an individual concerning himself and his state that will 
not only socialize but emancipate   and transform him for functional roles in a  dynamic 
society is citizenship education. ( Ndoh, 1997) says that citizenship refers to membership of a 
given  state  or nation,  and that a citizen  can therefore  be defined  as a legal  member  of a 
particular state or country. The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria Sections 
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25(1) and (2), 26(1), 27(1) and (2) and 31 spelt out who can be deemed a Nigeria citizen. 

Citizenship education will enable members of a society acquire full knowledge, not only of the 
state, but also of their duties and obligations to the state, their rights and expectations from 
the  state, the necessity of total conformity with accepted ways and standards of life of the 
people, the  need for full compliance with rules and regulations and total allegiance to the 
state. The summary  of it all is the need for relevant education  that will transform   the 
citizens to live legally in the society and contribute meaningfully to its progress. It is this 
kind of socialization orientation and training that can properly be referred to as education for 
citizenship. According to (Nkang, 2007),  education should be relevant to the needs of the 
learner which changes from to time. She added that a lot of things have been done to make the 
new system relevant to the needs of the Nigerian people.

Every nation has roles towards its nation-building and therefore need capable role players for 
a  strong and reliable nation. To perform their full potentials, the citizens need relevant 
citizenship education. No one gives what he does not have. Effective and relevant education for 
citizenship is, therefore, compulsory for all and sundry in a society, particularly the youth in 
the contemporary period when things are not only falling apart, but are no longer at ease 
with all races the world over , especially in Nigeria. An Igbo adage says that when a strong 
bull escapes a strong man goes after it.  In  recent  years,  insecurity  and  crimes  in  Nigeria 
have   taken   the   form  of   piecemeal  revolutions. Measures at fighting them should include 
concrete and effective citizenship education spread out to reach the entire citizenry, especially 
the young.

Student Expectations

Purposeful  or  not,  institutional  negligence  towards  the  management  of  student  expectations, 
aptitude  and  motivation  can  be  detrimental  to  academic  integrity.  If  students  see  academic 
credentials  only as  a  door  opener  to  an  otherwise difficult  job-market  and restrictive  access 
policies make them chose whatever field of study they can get into, how likely is it that they will 
care for academic rigor and integrity? If access is not a problem, but public support is spread 
very thinly among a large student population and students have to work full  time to sustain 
themselves, at the end of the day, how much time and motivation will they have to fight for 
transparency and participation? And if assessment is not transparent and examiners are the sole 
masters  over  questions  of  academic  survival  and  access  to  financial  support,  what  are  the 
chances that students will dare to hold their professors accountable for anything?

Detect and respond to student’s wants and needs the right decisions, from an integrity point of 
view, would be those that strengthen the ability of tertiary institutions to detect and respond to 
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what students want, what they can achieve, and what they expect before and after they board 
their academic planes. Proper functioning admissions and career guidance mechanisms, effective 
support in coping with the transitional shock from school to university, and horizontal mobility 
between fields of study are only few examples of system level adjustments that would result in 
better placement and support for students, thus stimulating an intrinsic motivation to study, to 
respect academic standards, and to demand transparent and fair institutional management. The 
empowerment of students in such a way is good, maybe even the best investment in academic 
integrity and should be placed at the core of the debate and of anti-corruption strategies in higher 
education. (Umar & Mahmud, 2015A; Umar & Mahmud, 2015B)

CONCLUSIONS

Citizenship Education  is one of the General Studies  Courses introduced into the Nigerian 
educational systems taken by all students irrespective of their Schools, Departments and Fields 
of study. The course is included in the Nigerian primary,  secondary and higher   Education 
Curriculum out of the need  for all Nigerian  students to know  and understand their legal and 
political rights and responsibilities both  in and  outside Nigeria,  and to facilitate the  moral, 
intellectual, and academic growth of the students through Citizenship Education. Today, Nigeria 
is infected with, and besieged by bribery and  corruption,  and  a  lot  of  moral  problems  in 
the  political, educational, economic, religious, industrial, and  social sectors  of the Nigerian 
society. Every Nigerian student has the potentiality of becoming a leader in any sector of the 
Nigerian society. The seats of governance which control the machinery of government are not 
reserved for, or restricted to a particular privileged set of people, but to all who acquire them 
through constitutional  means. Similarly, loyalty to  the constitution, patriotism,  constitutional 
and legal rights and responsibilities are meant for all Nigerians, be he a leader or not.

One may wonder or question why the writer chose to  dwell on this common topic, and still 
laying  emphasis on socializing, training and sensitizing citizens, particularly the young on 
concrete and  effective citizenship education, while Citizenship Education has been made a 
General Course of  study in our higher institutions for over a decade. The answer is that the 
aims and objectives of introducing the Course in the schools have not been achieved. There 
is still, on the increase,  persistent  mutual distrust among the heterogeneous  t r ibes  of 
Nigeria against each other.  The monster of official corruption is also waxing stronger daily, 
irrespective of the presence of EFCC, ICPC, SERVICOM, etc. Some persons at the helm of 
affairs of these Commissions and others like  them are too corrupt to occupy the posts. 
While the notoriety of our youths rises daily internally  and   internationally,   indolence, 
cultism,   armed   robbery,   bribery,   embezzlement   of public   funds,  dishonesty   and  sharp 
practices   are still staring   us on the face.   Prolonged  bad leadership  has provoked and 
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sparked the led into action and paved ways for new strange crimes - kidnapping,  suicide 
bombing, ritual killing and violence everywhere.

The  entire  citizenry  need  to  conduct  themselves  properly  first,  with  effective  citizenship 
education, we will soon realize the noble ideals enshrined in our Constitution for our good. I 
pinch  my tent with (Azikiwe, 1997) who said: “My view is that whilst we must admit that 
Nigeria is multi-  lingual with variegated cultures, there are some unifying elements in  its 
conflicting ideologies which  could be harmonized by adaptation to modern criteria and 
practices. If progenitors could create a social atmosphere which was stable and it enabled them 
to survive the struggle for existence, it is logical to conclude that their  ideology  worked.  The 
practicability  of their ideology is sufficient  justification for us, their successors, to build on 
such a foundation, especially in view of our higher intellectual attainments in a civilization that 
is more sophisticated than what our precursors were  accustomed to”. With rich mineral and 
human resources in Nigeria, the sky is our limit, what lacks  is  effective and proper 
sensitization and socialization orientation which citizenship education for all,  especially the 
youths, offers.

From   our   discussion,   the   inclusion   of   Citizenship Education in the Nigerian education 
systems  is  worthwhile and commendable.  We have seen that the  relevance  of Citizenship 
Education to students cannot be over emphasized as it helps students to know and   understand 
their   legal,   political,   social,   moral, religious, and other rights  and  responsibilities  in  the 
society and especially as it prepares them for leadership roles and patriotism.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We have said earlier that education  for citizenship  is a sine quo none for all citizens, 
particularly children and the youths who are the leaders of tomorrow. Majority today want to 
participate in the government of the country, to amass wealth, and nothing more! A citizen 
who is not trained in citizenship education is deficient in role performance, in fact ignorant of 
himself, of his immediate  environment, the government, the state, and of course, of events 
beyond his state. It is therefore, hereby recommended  that: More serious attention be   paid 
to  education  for  citizenship,  such  that  all  the  levels  of education  in this country  should 
receive   concrete   and perfect   sensitization   on citizenship.   The  instructors  of the course 
should show examples worthy of emulation.  In recommending this, we agree with (Osita, 
1997) who opined that children learn most often by imitating their parents  and other older 
siblings they find around them. So, it often does not work when you tell children to do what 
you say and not what you do. Teaching by good examples is very effective and result- oriented. 
Public lectures, in form of cultural heritage programmes  should be conducted from time to 
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time for adults, where they should be constantly socialized and sensitized on citizenship 
education,  e.g. on the need for good followership traits,to have faith in the government, 
contribute their quota  to Nigeria’s   well-being,   to shun  greed,   corruption,   dishonesty, 
political  apathy,  to respect  our symbols, observe the laws, our national ethics and pay their 
taxes promptly, to  respect their fellow  citizens rights, to preserve our values, aspirations, 
behavioral patterns, to promote our lofty ideals and discourage  young  Nigerians  from mass 
exodus  to other  countries  where  their freedom  of movement is not guaranteed - they must 
obtain permits before moving about!  Citizenship Education should be made one of the 
compulsory corporate social responsibilities of the media, especially for broadcasting houses. 
They should make songs, jingles and slogans in  condemnation of these contemporary social 
ills - suicide bombing, kidnapping, vandalization, and on the other hand compose same - in 
praise of our values, aspirations, cultures, beliefs, national symbols and national ethics.

In this paper, we  had  elaborated  on  the  following  summary  here  the  emphasis that 
citizenship education should be introduced at all levels of our educational system. It is against 
this background that the following recommendations on the strategy for  the effective 
implementation of citizenship education are made.

 Citizenship education should be introduced at all levels of teachers/lecturers training 
institutions.  This is because teachers/lecturers must be  prepared  and equipped  to 
effect the needed change in the children. Teachers/lecturers  should be trained and 
this could be done through in-service training.

 Multi-disciplinary approach should be employed as a method of  teaching 
citizenship education at higher level of education. 

 For effective implementation,  education should be made free and compulsory at least 
up to senior secondary school level. This is because students would  have  inculcated 
good  citizenship  at  this  level  of education,

 Researches should be conducted to identify major problems and support systems that 
may affect citizenship education.  To do this,  researchers should be encouraged by 
government to carry out meaningful studies.

 Qualified   teachers   of   citizenship   education should be employed to teach citizenship 
education in Nigerian schools.

 Deans   of   schools   as   well   as   Heads   of Departments should emphasize the 
importance of citizenship education to students and encourage them to develop interest 
in it in order for them to be good citizens  who will affect the  society through  their 
technical knowledge.
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 Those  that are charged with the responsibility of  teaching the course should  have  the 
prerequisite  qualifications, exemplary leadership  and  behavior required   for   the 
effective  citizenship  education.

 Frequent seminars, conferences and workshops  on leadership qualities  should be 
organized by every  educational institution  for their respective teachers  and  lecturers 
especially for lecturers in higher institutions.

 Frequent  conferences, seminars,  and workshops  on  citizenship education should  be 
organized by the School/Directorate of General Studies.

 The teaching of Citizenship Education in Nigerian schools should be well monitored and 
supervised by managements of NUC, NBTE and UBE.
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